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have paid to the Angels an excessive honour, and
several of the early heresies, which did the same,
sprang from the Jews. What place afterwards the
invocation of Angels for magical purposes held in *
the practical Cabbala, as Brucker calls it, is.well
known.

216. Such is the history of the revelation of the
doctrine of Angels among the Jews; and'it is scarcely
necessary to draw out at length its correspondence
with the history of the introduction and abuse of
several of the tenets and usages which characterize
the Christian Church. In its origin, the Jewish as
well as the Pagan institutions with which the Apostles
were surrounded, suggested to them a cautious
economy in the mode in which they set Divine truth
before their disciples, lest a resemblance of external
rites and offices, or of phraseology, between Chris-
tianity and the prevailing religions, should be the
means of introducing into their minds views less holy
and divine than those which they were inspired to
reveal. It is on this supposition that some English
divines even account for the omission in the New
Testament of the words " priest/' " sacrifice/' and the
like, in their plain Christian sense; as if the Jewish
associations which attached to them would not cease
till the Jewish worship had come to an end. The
remark may obviously be extended to the miracle
under review, so far as no parallel is found for it in